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(picture above) One of the existing shallow wells in Quissanga, Mozambique. Women collect water for drinking,
cooking and washing from this well even if it contains water with a very high salt content, many times exceeding
the recommended limit for potable water from the World Health Organisation (WHO).

Fresh water is extremely scarce in this area on the coast north of the city of Pemba, northern Mozambique. Fontes
Foundation therefore has a challenging job to provide this community of about 5000 people with safe and fresh
drinking water, as it was promised by the Norwegian oil company StatoilHydro. Providing water to the community
is a part of the corporate social responsibility programme of the oil company, that is currently performing seismic
tests off the coast of Quissanga. The assessment phase of the project is already completed, and the first implementa-
tion phase is taking place late January 2009.

Implementing First Phase for StatoilHydro in Mozambique
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(left) Eiksmarka Rotary Club in Norway financed the water
project in the village of Kisenyi, also in Queen Elizabeth Na-
tional Park. Water is taken from a nearby river, treated and
distributed from two storage tanks to two tap stations in the
village. Kisenyi is a busy fishing village where development
moves fast, and providing water was a crucial step in improv-
ing the infrastructure. Residents also report that from 50 cases
of diahorrea per month the number has now been reduced to
two. This shows the multiple aspects of providing a water
supply; in addition to promoting economic development and
freeing time for business activities, it also has significant im-
pacts on health.

(right) For the last three years, Fontes Foundation has been
supporting two nursery schools in Kanungu District, western
Uganda, through a partnership with Davina’s Kindergarten in
Oslo and many private donors. Although in the same sub-
county, one nursery school is tied to the Catholic church and
the other one to the Protestant church. In order to create better
relationships between these two divided communities, coop-
eration between the two nursery schools has been promoted
through the creation of a central management of the two proj-
ects. In December, a joint event was organized for both nurs-
ery schools, with the participation of 130 students and about
300 parents, community and church representatives and visi-
tors.

(left) In December, a new student was chosen from Katungu-
ru to receive a scholarship for secondary education. For the
first time a girl passed all the admission criteria, and we are
happy to take Harriet into the programme along with our cur-
rent four boys. On the picture is Harriet outside her home in
Katunguru, together with the first Fontes Foundation scholar-
ship student, Pascal.

Fontes Foundation wishes donors, supporters, friends
and African partners a merry Christmas and a happy

and prosperous new year!


