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Nurseries in Kanungu
by Lucrezia Koestler

In Uganda, the government does not pro-
vide for any pre-school care or education.
As a consequence many young children
are left alone during the day, especially in
rural areas where the mothers work on the
fields. This is also the case in Kanungu, a
newly established district in Western
Uganda. After a visit in Norway in 2005,
Josephine Kasya, the District Governor
(LC5 Chairperson) of Kanungu, started an
initiative to establish nurseries in her dis-
trict. She encouraged parents to contribute
a small sum of money that could pay kin-
dergarten teachers. Several places in Ka-
nungu parents responded to the initiative
and started nursery schools using churches
as classrooms.

Davina’s Kindergarten in Oslo and several
other private donors have since 2005 sup-
ported two nursery schools in Kanungu
called Mama Barbara’s Nursery and Bush-
ura. Together the two nurseries now re-
ceive more than 160 children every morning from 8
AM until noon. In August 2006, Davina’s Kindergarten
organised a collection of clothes, toys, puzzles, station-
ary and other material. More contributions were re-
ceived from a private donor in Switzerland. The gifts
were handed over to the two nurseries in March and
April 2007.

Both nurseries operate with temporary solutions in
buildings that are in poor conditions and have limited
space. The construction of a proper house for the nurs-
eries has been a priority in order to improve the condi-
tions for learning. The work started in Mama Barbara’s
Nursery in 2005 with money from Fontes Foundation,
and parents have been contributing regularly with mate-
rials and labour. Today the building is almost finished

with two classrooms and an office, and in April 2007
Davina’s Kindergarten collected money to complete the
flooring. In Bushura, parents started to collect money in
order to make a con-
ventional building, but
the construction proc-
ess stopped because of
lack of funding. With
contributions from a
private donor the con-
struction resumed in
September 2006 and
has advanced consid-
erably.

continues on page 2

Children at Mama Barbara’s Nursery receiving clothes collected by Davinas
Barnehage (Nursery) in Oslo.
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continued from page 1 In addition to teaching material
and classrooms, the training of teachers has been an
important part of the project. The staff in Davina’s
Kindergarten has contributed with pedagogic advice
and introduction of Motessori methods, and has also
contributed money for two teachers in Mama Barbara’s
Nursery to attend a local college. This partnership is an
important motivation for the teachers because they
receive a poor salary due to lack of public support.

Children at Mama Barbara's Nursery eager to see the new material
and toys they received from Norway.

Scan-Water and Fontes; Village
Water Supply Pilot Project
by Lucrezia Koestler

A long cooperation between Fontes (previously
through Yme) and Scan-Water culminated in 2005
in a pilot project for the installation of five village
water supply systems in Uganda. Scan-Water, the
Norwegian daughter company of Plastec AS, sup-
plies filter units and other water supply equipment
and was also involved in the first installation in
Katunguru. The Pilot Project is funded by NORAD
and Scan-Water, and implemented in cooperation
with the Ugandan Ministry of Water and Environ-
ment. Fontes AS is responsible for the practical
implementation of the systems in Uganda, and in
February 2007 the first installation phase was com-
pleted for all five sites.

The aim of the project is to install community water
systems in different village settings in Uganda and
to confirm and test the ability of the local commu- Official inauguration by the Minister of Water and Environment, Maria Mutagamba.

nities to manage and finance the running of the system
in a sustainable way. Five villages in different parts of
Uganda were selected for the pilot purpose. The system
is similar to the one first installed in Katunguru, and
relies on surface water sources and treatment of the
water in order to make it adequate for human consump-
tion. A socio-economic base line survey was carried out
in each village prior to installation in order to assess the
social and organisational conditions.

The first two systems were installed in the villages
Lwanika (Mayuge District) and Busunju (Mityana Dis-
trict) in November 2006, and the three last villages
Namasale (Amolitar District), Kiruruma (Kanungu Dis-
trict) and Lwanga (Rakai District) were completed in
February 2007. All villages differ in population, size,
water source and social structure, and each system has
to be carefully adapted to the geographical conditions
on site. The first installation is normally completed
within 4 days, a tight timeframe but also a motivating
factor for the community since they can get clean water
from the taps already after two days. The installation is
made in close cooperation with the community mem-
bers that have to contribute with labour for digging
trenches and carrying material. During the installation
two or three locals are trained as technicians in order to
run the system on a daily basis. The community also
elects a water committee that is responsible for the
financial management of the system. After the first
installation the system is upgraded in order to become
permanent, and community work, hygiene and sanita-
tion promotion is also followed up.
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The Scan-Water project gives the Fontes staff the op-
portunity to use experience already gained through
previous projects, and at the same time it is a unique
chance to acquire new experiences both in technical
implementation and community work. So far all five
villages produce treated water and the local population
pays a small fee which is collected by the water com-
mittee in order to buy fuel and chemicals. The official
commissioning of the project was celebrated with a
ceremony and on-site visits in the beginning of June
2007, and were hosted by Minister of Water and Envi-
ronment in Uganda, Maria Mutagamba.

Norwegian Red Cross Field Course
by Lucrezia Koeslter

In February 2007, the Fontes staff was involved in
the organising of a field training course held by the
Norwegian Red Cross. Scan-Water agreed to incor-
porate the course in the implementation of a water
supply system in two villages, as a part of the Pilot
Project (see article about Scan-Water project). In
this way, Norwegian Red Cross delegates and par-
ticipants from Rwanda Red Cross, Kenya Red Cross
and Uganda Red Cross Societies were able to carry
out the practical installation of a water system in a
realistic setting. The duration of the course was 10
days and the delegates were divided into two teams,
each working in a different village. After a first
assessment, the technical installation was done in
four days. Each team visited the site of the other
team in order to look at different geographical con-
ditions and technical solutions. It is the first time
that a Red Cross Society has carried out a field
training course for water and sanitation delegates,
and the response has been very positive.

Tree Planting in a National Park
by Marius Koestler

The Headmaster of Katunguru Primary School and the trees that
were planted in March 2006.

The tree planting project at the Katunguru Primary
School in western Uganda was started in March 2006.
The school was looking for activities which could gen-
erate income as the contribution from the government
and parents is insufficient in order to provide high
quality education. Planting trees and selling firewood
will give the school an independent source of income
which will improve the conditions for both the teachers
and the students.

Compared to other villages in Uganda, Katunguru is in
a particular situation because it is situated in a national
park. Because of this, the villagers are not allowed to
collect firewood from outside the borders of the village.
Since there are few trees within the village itself, the
families have to buy expensive charcoal or break the
law and take trees from the national park. In these
conditions, the tree planting project comes as an impor-

tant contribution to the village welfare. In addition to
the extra income for the school, families will have to
spend less money on cooking, as firewood is made
available locally. The students will also learn about
long-term planning when taking part in the project.
Moreover, the preservation of the national park will be
favoured since fewer trees are taken from the park.

We look forward to follow up the project and aim to
utilize all of the unused land of the school for tree
planting. This will allow the school to make an annual
profit of around 1’800 USD within a couple of years.
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Upcoming Projects:
the Villages of Kazinga and Kisenyi
by Marius Koestler

In September this year, Fontes will implement another
two water purification systems in Queen Elizabeth
National Park, Uganda. The two villages, Kazinga and
Kisenyi, are located near by the village Katunguru, in
which Fontes has been active since 2004. The purifica-
tion systems installed will be similar to the ones already
installed in Katunguru. This allows us to use techni-
cians trained in Katunguru to assist during the imple-
mentation.

The technical solution consists of a generator, two
pumps, a settlement tank, two filters, and a drinking
water storage tank. The water is taken from Lake Ed-
ward and Kazinga Channel and pumped into the settle-
ment tank. After the flocks have settled and the water
has become clear, it is pumped from the settlement tank
and through the filters. The filters, a sand filter and an
active coal filter, remove remaining particles, taste and
humic substances. After filtration, chlorine is added to
ensure that the water is safe for human consumption.
The safe water is pumped to a storage tank which is
placed higher than the taps, allowing for distributing of

the water by gravity. Tap stations are placed throughout
the village, and the villagers pay for the water on a per
jerry can basis (20 litres).

Both Kazinga and Kisenyi are fishing villages. Kisenyi,
the south most of the two villages, is slightly larger than
Kazinga, with a little more than thousand inhabitants.
The project in Kisenyi is sponsored by Rotary Club
Eidsmarka from Norway. For Kazinga we have contri-
butions from numerous private persons, including stu-
dents at the University of Bath (UK) that collected
money for additional pipes. Fontes is still looking for
donors to complete the funding for Kazinga.

The implementation will be
done in two phases. During the
first phase in September, the
system will be installed to an
extent that allows water to flow
and the community will be
trained to operate the system.
In the second phase, in Novem-
ber, the structures will be final-
ized for long term durability.

We look forward to work to-
gether with the communities of
Kazinga and Kisenyi, and
would like to express our grati-
tude to those of you who have
supported these two projects.

The village of Kazinga seen from Mweya Peninsula.

View from the village Kisenyi with hippos in the background.
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Shine, Africa
By Lucrezia Koestler

Africa that is starving, Africa that is struggling. That is
how this black and mysterious continent is normally
presented. Why is it that through all this darkness
people fail to see its beauty? Why do we let some war
criminals, conflicts and dictators overshadow the great
shine that comes from this continent?

Many authors have described Africa as the “black”
continent. This denomination has been criticised as a
manifestation of western race-thinking, but the colour
black is not only about the colour of skin. The whole
continent is seen as something dark, with impenetrable
forests, secrets and black magic, representing some-
thing that we cannot explain. But Africa is also called
black for other reasons. Black has a negative connota-
tion, and Africa is often described as a problem. There
are crises, conflicts, hunger, decline and corruption – in
short all the evils that exist for a capitalist, western
society. Sub-Saharan Africa appears on the bottom of
almost every list, whether it’s from Amnesty, Transpar-
ency International or The Economist. It is difficult to
find newspaper articles or TV-announcements that talk
about Africa only, it is always the crisis in Africa, the
problem in Africa or the challenge of Africa. Asia and
Latin America seem to have left Africa behind. Even a
continent with so much beauty seems to be perceived as
a metaphor of chaos and threat.

Nothing is worse than perceiving a threat and not know-
ing where the danger will come from, just think about
terrorism. Africa offers a solution for this: evils can be
clearly identified and located. All the dangers to de-
mocracy, economic growth and a stable society can be
studied and analysed live. Even in an era decisively
denouncing inequality and racism, Africa continues to
play its historical role as a counterpart of western soci-
ety. The black continent has for many centuries served
as the materialisation of backwardness, where the en-
lightened western society stands out white and bright.
Of course it is always better to see yourself compared
to something inferior. Or is it only different? Prime
Minister Tony Blair once called Africa “the scar on the
conscience of the world”. Africa continues to remind
western states of their own morally unacceptable prac-
tices; parts of history that they would rather see disap-
pear in the dark. Slave trade, colonial exploitation, the
list is long. In the consciences of the “civilised nations”

Africa still provokes a feeling of guilt, even half a
century after independence. Development aid helps to
lighten this burden, and rich countries are eager to tell
Africa how to get rich. Why have the western nations
failed to depart from the century-long tradition of the
civilising mission? Why do they still think of the pic-
ture of the white, morally superior missionary educat-
ing the poor, black child? Democratisation is the
curriculum passed, and structural adjustment and con-
ditionality represent the bamboo stick. In this mixture
of guilt, superiority, hatred and fear something has been
lost in the dark: the shine of Africa.

For me, Africa is the golden continent. Gold shines, and
a shine is a penetrating force that moves across space
and can be seen from far away. Nevertheless, the shine
I see does not come from the yellow grass on the
savannah or the golden sand on the beaches. Even if it
is reinforced by the red sand, glowing heat and the sun
always shining, the principal rays I see come from the
people. The energy of culture and the warmth of soli-
darity make the continent glow. The busy streets and
markets covered by bright, shining colours form a
pulsating nucleus of energy. The continent’s music and
dancing, its never ending activity and its incredible

In Africa, you don’t keep secret what’s in your box.
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patience is bundled together to an vast mass of dyna-
mism and strength. Like a golden shine has something
attracting, once you have started walking towards the
shine of Africa you keep moving. It is not by coinci-
dence that people say Africa is like drug, if you have it
once you always go back. But the drug of Africa is
rather one of fascination than one of addiction. The
warmth of the shine appeals to feelings in our civilised
white hearts that we had almost forgotten.

This is why, for me, Europe is the grey continent. It is
coloured by gray cities, concrete and the importance of
the grey cellules of our brain. You find people in grey
suits pursuing their daily work with a grey indifference,
refusing to stick funny names on their cars to be able to
dive into the comfortableness of anonymity on their
way home. People organise their society in a way that
they can live their lives with a minimum of interaction
with other people, so that they are not disturbed in their
pursuit of the ultimate goal of life: egocentric satisfac-
tion. In order to avoid personal contact everything can
be done from the computer, and it’s no surprise that the
iPod was such a success: now people can even mover
around without having to notice the others. Pictures of
skinny babies with flies in their eyes and the European
immigrant problem certainly contribute to the difficul-
ties of the shine of Africa to get through. But in general
all these mat and grey surfaces do not respond to the
golden shine. The secure, organised life does not have
space for letting in an unknown shine. The programme
of the day does not permit a pause and a glance into
uncertainty. In their reasonable and rational way the

grey office rats fail to see the value of Africa. Not in
terms of productivity or HIV/AIDS rates, but in terms
of the shine that comes out of the hearts of the people.
A shine that reminds us of basic needs like happiness,
love and solidarity, feelings that can be quite scary but
that are wonderful once they are let in. You don’t need
to be in Africa to feel it, and that you have been in
Africa does not mean that you know it. Because in order
to see the shine of Africa you need to let it in, like gold
will only shine in the dark when you point the light in
its direction.

(Inspired by a song by Chameleon and James Ferguson
“Global Shadows”)

Africa, shining an early morning in Queen Elizabeth National Park.
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